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Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

'  ttt  -  •  r  Y 


Dear  Farm  Directors 


)RD 

'  x  r 1954  * 


April  2,  I95J4 
Letter  IJo.  6c6 


a  reorganization  of  the 


Secretary  3ens ononis.  week  annoiin^c1eR§ 
information  work  of  the  Bep-aap^meTrtr-o f "Agri culture ,    The  changes  include  a 
regrouping  of  the  work  of  the  present  six  media  divisions  of  the  Office  of 
Information  into  three  general  activities  —  current  inf ormationr  publications, 
and  visual  "worko    The  Radio  and  Television  Service  is  in  the  current  informa- 
tion group,  along  with  press  Service  and  Special  Reports. 

The  reorganization  also  provided  for  a  more  clear-cut  policy  control 
of  all  publications  issued  by  the  Department?  centralization  of  art,  graphics, 
and  photographic  work  now  performed  in  different  parts  of  the  Department; 
and  removal  from  agency  information  divisions  cf  work  which  is  determined  to 
be  "non-inf ormation"  in  character. 

The  Secretary  emphasized  the  need  for  publications  improvement.  He 
said  every  effort  should  be  made  to  reduce  the  volume  cf  publications.  He 
also  emphasized  the  need  for  closer  collaboration  between  the  Department  and 
the  Land  Grant  Colleges  in  the  planning,  production^,  and  utilization  of  publi- 
cations.   He  established  a  Department  Publications  Review  Committee,  headed 
by  Assistant  Secretary  J.  Earl  Coke,  to  review  Department  publications  and 
recommend  changes. 

The  arts  and  graphics  and  photographic  work  now  carried  on  in  seven 
different  agencies  of  the  Department  is  to  be  centralized  in  the  Office  of 
Information.    Photographs,  now  available  only  in  files  in  different  agencies 
in  the  Department,  will  be  maintained  in  a  central  file  in  the  Office  of 
Information. 

The  information  changes  were  based  in  large  part  on  a  study  and 
recommendations  made  by  the  Agricultural  Information  Advisory  Committee 
headed  by  Bill  Tiard  of  Cornell,    A  number  of  RFDfs  and  other  friends  of 
farm  radio  are  on  that  committee,  including  Mai  Hansen,  Bob  Miller, 
Roy  Battles^  Roderick  Turnbull,  Hollis  Saavey,  Frank  Jeter,  Ladd  Haystead, 
and  Louis  "lilson. 


Watch  for... 


The  next  crop  report  to  be  issued  next  Friday,  April  9. 
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Farm  Storage  is  Timely  Program  Topic 

If  we  might  suggest  a  timely  farm  program  topic,,  how  about  an 
interview  with  one  or  two  farmers  on  farm  storage  of  grain?    You  might 
interview  a  farmer  who  has  successfully  stored  grain,,  resealed  it,  and 
thinks  resealing  is  worth-while 0 

At  least  a  half  billion  bushels  of  grain  now  under  f arm=*storage 
loans  is  eligible  for  re  seal  or  extension  of  loans,    Farmers  in  extending 
their  farm-storage  loans  by  resealing  the  bins  will  continue  to  hold  the 
commodities  on  the  farm  instead  of  delivering  to  USDA  at  the  end  of  the 
original  storage  period0     If  substantial  quantities  are  continued  under 
loan,  the  problem  of  handling  grain  this  summer  and  fall  will  be  lessened 
considerably,, 

The  reseal  program  will  enable  farmers  to  earn  storage  payments 
comparable  to  commercial  rates  and  at  the  same  time  keep  the  commodities 
on  the  farm,  thus  contributing  greatly  to  a  more  orderly  handling  and 
marketing  of  these  grains e    Farmers  who  want  to  reseal  should  contact  their 
Agricultural  Stabilization  and  Conservation  Committees  immediately,. 

The  USDA  this  week  announced  the  schedule  of  farm  storage  pay- 
ments that  farmers  may  earn  by  extending  price  support  loans  for  another 
year  on  any  of  seven  commodities  stored  on  their  farms        corn,  oats, 
barley,  flaxseed,  wheat,  rye,  and  grain  sorghums. 

Moves  Announced  to  Improve  Dairy  Situation 


Secretary  Benson  this  woek  announced  the  first  two  in  a  series  of 
moves  aimed  at  improving  the  diary  situation  during  the  marketing  year 
which  began  Thursday  (April  1):  1)  A  promotion  program  to  push  consumption 
of  dairy  products  was  started  April  1  and  will  reach  a  peak  during  June 
Dairy  Month.    2)    The  Department  is  launching  a  nationwide  educational  pro- 
gram to  increase  culling  of  low««producing  diary  cattle. 

In  addition,  the  Secretary  said,  "V/e  are  working  very  closely  with 
the  commercial  trade,  and  are  making  progress  toward  agreement  on  methods  of 
moving  government  stocks „  especially  of  butter,  into  the  hands  of  consumers 
at  lower  prices.    We  estimate  that  will  be  at  least  30  days  before  such  a 
program  can  go  into  effect,  however.     In  addition,  we  are  continuing  to  make 
headway  on  methods  of  expanding  markets  for  dried  milk." 

Bids  Invited  for  Plum  Island  Lab 

USDA  today  invited  bids  on  the  construction  of  facilities  for  the 
Plum  Island  Animal  Disease  Laboratory.  The  purpose  of  the  laboratory  is  to 
study  foot-and-mouth  disease  and  other  foreign  diseases  of  animals  that  are 
a  threat  to  the  livestock  industry.  Plum  Island  is  near  the  eastern  end  of 
the  North  Fork  of  Long  Islands,  It  is  owned  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Defense, 
which  is  making  the  laboratory  site  available  to  the  Agriculture  Department. 

Construction  of  the  main  laboratory  facilities  is  expected  to  take 
18  months.    Congress  has  appropriated  $10  million  for  the  job. 
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The  Monthly  Prices  Reports  - 

Prices  received  by  farmers  declined  eight-tenths  of  one  percent 
during  the  month  ending  in  mid-March.    Lower  prices  for  eggs,  milk,  hogs, 
potatoes j  and  butterfat  in  cream  were  primarily  responsible.    Prices  were 
higher  for  beef  cattle,,  commercial  vegetables,  cotton,  lambs,  wheat  and 
soybeans . 

Prices  paid  by  farmers  rose  one-third  of  one  percent  during  the 
month,  with  higher" To od  prices  largely  responsible.    With  farm  product 
prices  off  a  little  and  farm  costs  up  slightly,  the  parity  ratio  dropped 
1  point  to  90  in  mi  dollar  ch.     That's  h  points  below  a  year  earlier* 

national  Commission  Studies  Problems  of  Small  Farmers 


Special  problems  of  small  farm  operators  highlighted  discussions 
of  the  National  Agricultural  Advisory  Commission  which  met  here  Monday  and 
Tuesday,  The  group  is  headed  by  Dr.  Wt.  I.  Myers  of  Ithaca,  N.  Y. 

You* 11  recall  that  president  Eisenhower  has  called  for  "further 
special  attention  to  the  problems  pecular  to  small  farmers."    In  line  with 
this  directive 3  Secretary  Benson  said  the  Commission  has  "laid  foundations 
for  a  broad  review  of  available  knowledge  and  for  the  inauguration  of  new 
studies." 

He  said  that  a  study  is  contemplated  which  "in  many  respects  will 
be  similar  to  the  review  of  price  support  policy  undertaken  a  year  ago*" 
The  Commission's  next  meeting  is  tenatively  set  for  June  28  and  29« 

Three  State  Extension  Directors  Approved 


Secretary  Benson  this  v/eek  announced  Department  of  Agriculture 
approval  of  recent  appointments  of  three  State  agricultural  extension 
directors.    They  are       B»  YJood  of  Ohio,  Mo  C»  Bond  of  New  York,  and  R0  Mm 
Turner  of  Washington. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  April  10 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  Is  00  to  1:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    The  feature  will  be  "New  Uses  for  Farm 
Products  III  —  Highlights  of  the  work  of  USDA;s  Western  Utilization 
Research  Branch  at  Albany,  California. 

ABC  American  Farmer  —  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.    "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  USDA.    The  feature  will  cover  cost-sharing  under  the 
AC?  program,  with  Fred  G»  Ritchie,  Acting  Administrator  of  the  Agricultural 
Conservation  Program  Service* 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  3:30  to  3'U5  p»nu 

Butter  to  be  Converted  to  Oil  for  UN  Use 

USDA  this  week  asked  for  offers  to  convert  1,150,000  pounds  of 
US DA- owned  butter  into  butter  oil  for  human  food  in  the  Middle  East  under 
a  UN  program. 


Among  Our  selves 


We  greatly  enjoyed  the  joint  MA.TRFD-AAACE  professional  improvement 
meeting  at  Baltimore  this  week*    Conway  Robinson  of  ,rfBAL  was  one  of  the  hosts 
and  the  other  commercial  RFD*  s  present  were  Homer  Martz,  Amos  Kirby3  and 
Frank  Atwood. 


College  folks  were  there  from  all  over  the  Northeast  —  from  as 
far  wost  as  Ohio,  as  far  north  as  Maine,  and  as  far  south  as  Virginia. 
Elton  Tait  was  chairman  for  the  radio  and  television  sessions.  Homer, 
Amos,  Frank,  and  Robbie  took  part  in  the  radio  section.     The  television 
panel  included  Lynn  Poole  and  John  Lockwood  of  the  John  Hopkins  Science 
Service  Review;  Clarence  Craver,  and  assistant  county  agent  in  Pennsylvania; 
Max  Kirkland  of  Rutgers;  and  John  Morrow  of  the  National  project  for  Agri- 
cultural Communications,  East  Lansing,  Mich. 

The  nice  Maryland  hospitality  was  especially  appreciated. 

Layne  Beaty  reports  from  Paris  that  much  interest  has  been  shown 
in  the  scheduled  meeting  of  European  farm  broadcasters  and  telecasters 
next  May  3  "to  8  in  Rome.    This  meeting  is  to  be  held  during  the  workshop  on 
farm  radio  that  is  being  sponsored  there  by  the  Organization  for  European 
Economic  Cooperation  and  the  Italian  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Forestry. 

Alice  Skelsey  of  this  office  was  in  Michigan  last  week  conferring 
with  the  NPAC  staff  and  with  college  and  commercial  television  folks.  She 
visited  East  Lansing  and  Detroit  and  attended  a  television  workshop  for 
oounty  and  home  agents  at  Cadillac,  Mioh. 

Alice  "nrent  to  Cadillac  from  East  Lansing  with  Earl  Richardson, 
Michigan  State  extension  editor;  George  Axinn,  extension  RFD;  Margaret 
McKeegan,  home  television  specialist;  and  E,  A.  Wenner,  district  extension 
supervisor. 

This  was.  the  first  workshop  to  use  the  new  TV  training  films 
produced  by  NPAC,  and  Alice  reports  they  were  enthusiastically  received  by 
the  agents  and  by  the  television  station.    Thirty-nine  people  took  part  in 
the  workshop. 


Cordially, 
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Enclosures  Ken  Gap  n  and  Don  Looper 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Grassland  Progress 
Better  Forage  Varieties 
Statistical  Summary 


RFD  LETTER. 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


Froro^ 


Radjo^jjadr^leVfsfon  Service 

Office  of  Woirmotion  -U.  S.  Apartment  of  Agricultu 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


April  9,  195^ 
Letter  Noa  607 


USDA3s  foreign  agricultural  trade  missions  leave  this  weekend 
(Saturday  and  Sunday)  for  Europe,  Asia,  and  Latin  America.    The  35  agricul- 
tural leaders  who  make  up  the  missions  are  in  Washington  this  week  for  four 
days  of  conferences  and  briefing  sessions, 

They  visited  President  Eisenhower  at  the  White  House  Thursday  and 
received  good  wishes  from  him,    You'll  recall  that  it  vac  the  President  who 
started  this  whole  thing  —  with  his  proposal  of  January  11  for  a  series  of 
trade  missions  "to  explore  the  immediate  possibilities  of  expanding  inter- 
national trade  in  food  and  f iberc " 

The  missions  really  amount  to  four  groups,  since  one  will  go  to 
Northern  Europe,  one  to  Southern  Europe,  one  to  Asia,  and  one  to  Latin. 
America.    They'll  be  hack  in  the  United  States  the  last  week  in  Maye  The 
Asia  and  Latin  America  missions  return  to  Washington  on  May  25,  the  Europe 
groups  on  May  27. 

We 've  mailed  you  the  itineraries  for  the  groups  and  a  complete 
list  of  personnel. 

Plans  for  Farm  Storage  Structures 

Grain  storage  is  a  red-hot  farm  topic  right  now,  and  offers  many 
opportunities  for  radio  and  TV  programming-    Farmers  can,  of  course,  either 
build  or  buy  new  storage  structures e 

Plans  for  building  storage  structures  have  been  developed  by  the 
USDA  and  by  State  agricultural  colleges,    These  plans  are  available  through 
your  State  extension  service  or  county  agent.    There  are  also  plans  avail- 
able from  commercial  sources.    A  good  plan  will  show  size  and  spacing  for 
foundation,  sills,  joists,  studs,  braces,  ties,  and  rafters,  as  well  as 
fastenings  and  other  details  for  proper  construction^    These  should  be 
followed  closely, 

Eead3/-made  storage  structures  are  usually  cheaper  than  those  built 
on  the  farm  unless  farm  labor  and  materials  can  be  used.    Be  sure  they  meet 
the  requirements  for  safe  grain  storage.    They  should  be  erected  in  accordance 
with  the  manufacturer's  re commendations , 
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Winter  Uhe at  Pros pe cts  Decline  (April  1  Crop  Report) 

Production  prospects  for  winter  wheat  have  declined  72  million 
"bushels  since  December  1,  to  678  million  "bushels.    This  would  'be  23  percent 
smaller  than  the  1953  crop  of  8772  million  bushels  and  19  percent  below 
average.    The  decline  in  prospects  since  December  1  resulted  from  sharp 
deterioration  and  heavy  acreage  losses  in  the  western  and  southern  Great 
Plains,  because  of  drought,,    There  was  general  improvement  elsewhere* 

In  the  western  Great  Plains ,  the  dry  winter  and  soil  blowing  had 
caused  losses  ranging  from  light  in  the  North  to  severe  in  the  Southwest = 
Much  of  this  loss  had  been  anticipated  in  the  December  1  estimates ,  but 
losses  have  exceeded  expec tat ions. 

Cheddar  Cheese  and  Dried  Milk  Added  to    Export  List 


USDA  this  week  added  Cheddar  cheese  and  nonfat  dried  milk  solids 
to  the  list  of  CCC  commodities  announced  on  April  1  as  available  for  sale 
to  commercial  exporters  during  this  months  They'll  be  offered  for  export 
sale  at  prices  comparable  to  the  world  market. 

The  action  is  a:uother  step  in  a  series  of  measures  aimed  at  improv 
ing  the  dairy  situation  during  the  marketing  year  that  began  April  Is 

Among  Ourselves \  B „ 

Bob  Pees,  Extension  EFD  at  Virginia  Polytechnic  Institute,  was  in 
the  office  yesterday,  a' id  we  had  a  good  visits    He  reports  that  VPI's  tape 
service  to  Virginia  radio  stations  is  being  expanded,    We  also  learned  from 
Bob  that  Ira  Hull  has  left  Richmond  and  is  now  at  WITTA*  Charlottesville, 
Va,    Frank  Raymond  has,  of  course,  moved  from  WDVA  Danville  to  UCYB  Bristol 
"V'a, 

Cordially, 

Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


Pr  S,  Ue;re  enclosing  a  new  handbook  for  use  in  educational  programs  aimed 
at  helping  to  increase  grain  storage  facilities,    It's  just  off  the  press. 


Enclosure  1 
Garden  Facts 
Grain  Storage  Fact  Book 
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To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


APICULTURE 


April  16,  1953 
Letter  No.  608 


Secretary  Benson  will  declare  Mexico  free  of  foot-and-mouth 
disease  as  of  December  31,  195^,  if  no  more  outbreaks  occur  and  present 
favorable  conditions  continue  irith  respect  to  the  disease  there.    On  that 
date  the  U.Se -Mexican  border  will  automatically  be  opened  to  imports  of 
livestock  and  livestock  products. 

A  meeting  of  the  Joint  Mexican-UPS.  Commission  for  Prevention  of 
Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  in  Mexico  last  week  marked  the  successful  ending  of 
the  eradication  phase  of  the  program.    The  Commission  agreed  upon  testing 
and  inspection  procedures  to  be  followed  during  the  rest  of  the  year  to 
guard  against  recurrence  of  the  disease.    The  quarantine  restrictions 
around  the  area  of  the  outbreak  are  being  lifted,  except  where  test  animals 
are  located.    Shipments  of  livestock  from  the  previously  quarantined  area 
will  be  inspected. 

The  present  outbreak  --  in  the  State  of  Veracruz  about  400  miles 
south  of  Brownsville ,  Tex,  —  was  confirmed  on  last  May  23.    At  that  time 
Mexico  had  been  free  of  the  disease  slightly  over  8-f  months  following  an 
earlier  outbreak  between  December  19^6  and  September  1,  1952= 

Store  Your  Wheat  --  Get  More  for  It 


A  USDA  study  of  wheat  prices  since  1939  shows  that  each  year  the 
price  has  gone  up  a  few  months  after  harvest.    For  the  past  15  years ,  farm- 
ers who  held  their  wheat  off  the  market  during  the  harvest  period  found  that 
the  price  was  considerably  higher  later  in  the  marketing  year. 

In  two  years ,  the  difference  was  66  and  71  cents  a  bushel.  One 
year  it  was  only  9  cents.    But  in  other  years  the  rise  was  something  like 
21  cents,  29  cents,  or  35  cents  a  bushel.    That  means  farmers  who  were  able 
to  store  their  wheat  got  a  great  deal  more  for  it  than  those  who  dumped 
their  wheat  on  a  glutted  market. 


This  looks  like  an  even  surer  bet  for  195^  because  of  the  huge 
wheat  carryover       more  than  800  million  bushels.    The  key  is  storage. 
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Comments  on  the  Broiler  Situation 

As  you  fellows  in  "broiler  areas  well  know,  the  "broiler  industry 
has  "been  experiencing  a  period  of  depressed  prices.    For  the  past  four 
months,  December  through  March,  U.S.  average  broiler  prices  have  "been  "below 
25  cents.    This  is  the  first  time  since  19^3  that  "broiler  prices  have  "been 
that  low  for  that  long  —  and  feed  was  a  lot  cheaper  in  19^3 „ 

The  reason  is  simple.    Growers  are  continuing  to  produce  more 
"broilers  than  consumers  are  able  and  willing  to  buy  at  prices  satisfactory 
to  producers.    V,  D,  Termohlen,  Director  of  the  Poultry  Division  of  the 
Agricultural  Marketing  Service,  has  some  pungent  observations  on  the  subject, 
and  we're  passing  them  on  to  you  herewith: 

"The  first  thing  to  do  about  this  present  situation  is  to  recog- 
nize the  problem  and  produce  no  more  than  a  year  ago  for  the  next  few 
months.    That  will  let  the  industry  get  its  teeth  into  the  problem  and 
begin  to  work  out  a  solution, 

"There  are  many  opinions  as  to  what  are  the  basic  causes  of  the 
present  situation.    My  personal  choices  are  these,  in  order  of  importance: 
(1)  unsound  use  of  credit;  (2)  interregional  competition;   (3)  lack  of  a 
sound  and  coordinated  merchandising  program;   (k)  poor  quality  of  the  product 
as  it  leaves  many  processing  plants  because  too  many  marketing  people  still 
are  volume -conscious,  not  quality-conscious;   (5)  attempting  to  cut  corners, 
and  failing  to  use  good  operating  techniques  in  many  processing  plants, 
resulting  in  higher  costs  than  desirable;  and  (6)  failure  to  apply  and  adopt 
production  and  management  practices  which  research  and  experience  have  shown 
will-  aid  materially  in  keeping  down  the  cost  of  production. 

"The  development  of  the  broiler  industry  in  the  past  20  years  has 
been  a  near-miracle „    A  great  potential  of  growth  awaits  the  industry  in  the 
nfoxt  two  decades  as  well.     It  is  entirely  reasonable  to  assume  that  contin- 
ued efforts  in  improving  our  product  and  in  merchandising  it  will  raise 
consumption  from  16  pounds  per  person  (in  1953)  to  25  pounds  per  person. 
This,  combined  with  the  expected  population  increase,  would  mean  a  doubling 
of  broiler  output  by  1975. 

"Of  course,  this  will  probably  not  happen  painlessly.  Several 
things  need  to  be  done  —  day  after  day,  year  in  and  year  out.    As  an 
industry,  you  must  strive  for  better  and  better  breeds  of  chickens  --  more 
efficient  converters  of  feed,  better  conformation,  higher  proportion  of 
breast  meat,  a  higher  proportion  of  total  edible  meat,  freedom  from  pin- 
feathers  and  hair,  and  greater  egg  production  in  the  parent  stock,  together 
with  improved  fertility  and  hatchability.    We  must  also  continue  to  improve 
our  marketing  practices  and  methods, 

"As  it  has  in  the  past,  the  broiler  industry  will  make  adjustment, 
and  prices  will  again  be  satisfactory  to  producers.     The  broiler  industry 
has  a  great  future,  particularly  if  the  leaders  adopt  a  sound,  sensible, 
self-help  program,  and  work  together  as  an  industry.    Sound  financing, 
economical  production,  quality  of  product,  economical  marketing,  and 
aggressive  merchandising  are  the  foundation  stones  for  a  successful  industry 
program. " 
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On  the  Insect  Front  This  Week 

Here's  the  "bug  situation,  as  of  this  week: 

The  pea  aphid  is  infesting  clover  and  alfalfa  over  vide  areas. 
The  "buildup  is  especially  heavy  in  Maryland,  Missouri,  and  Oklahoma,,  It's 
also  widespread  in  Illinois  and  in  central  and  southeast  Kansas. 

Army  worm  moths  have  been  observed  as  far  north  as  Champaign, 
111.    Flights  are  heavy  in  Missouri,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama.    Army  worm 
larvae,  which  do  the  damage,  are  damaging  sugar  cane  in  parts  of  Louisiana. 
They  hatch  from  eggs  laid  by  the  moths. 

Boll  weevil  infestation  seems  to  be  much  less  than  last  year  at 
check  points  in  Georgia,  and  in  Worth  and  South  Carolina.    This  may  mean 
less  trouble  in  those  areas  this  year,  but  the  weather  ahead  will  have  much 
to  do  with  it. 

Flea  beetles  are  doing  damage  to  tobacco  plant  beds  over  a  wide 
area  of  Worth  Carolina, 

Alternative  Uses  for  Storage  Buildings 

Here's  a  note  for  farmers  planning  new  storage  facilities: 

When  planning  a  new  storage  structure,  keep  in  mind  the  possibility 
of  converting  it  to  other  uses  when  it  is  no  longer  needed  for  storing  grain. 
Some  commercial  prefabricated  buildings  and  some  structures  shown  in  various 
building  plans  (USDA,  State  College,  etc.)  are  suitable  for  other  purposes, 
as  well  as  for  drying  and  storage.    When  not  needed  for  grain  storage,  these 
buildings  can  be  converted  to  livestock  or  machinery  shelters,  feed  or 
fertilizer  storage,  livestock  feeders,,  brooder  houses,  or  garages. 

Regional  k-E  Club  Camp  Set  for  August  9-l6 

The  seventh  annual  Regional  k-E  Club  Camp  for  Negro  boys  and  girls 
will  be  held  on  August  9-1'S  at  Jackson  College,  Jackson,  Miss.    A  delegation 
of  136  club  members  and  3^-  adult  leaders  from  the  17  States  in  the  Southern 
region  will  take  part0    They'll  represent  the  nation's  ^k0,000  colored  4-E 
clubbers. 

Dr.  John  W.  Mitchell,  national  leader  of  Negro  extension  work, 
will  direct  the  camp.    States  expected  to  send  delegates  are  Alabama, 
Arkansas,  Delaware,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maryland, 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  Worth  Carolina,  Oklahoma,  South  Carolina,  Tennessee, 
Texas,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia. 

Five  Men  Arrested  for  Theft  of  CCC  Grain 

The  Department  reports  the  arrest  in  recent  weeks  of  five  men 
charged  with  pilferage  of  Government -owned  grain  from  isolated  bin  storage 
sites.    Three  of  the  arrests  were  made  in  Ohio,  one  in  Illinois,  and  one  in 
Iowa.    All  suspects  are  awaiting  trial.  ■ 

The  total  volume  stolen  has  been  relatively  small,  but  a  vigorous 
enforcement  drive  is  being  carried  out  to  prevent  further  thefts. 
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Cattle  on  Feed 

The  number  of  cattle  on  feed  for  market  in  the  11  Corn  Belt  States 
on  April  1  was  1  percent  less  than  a  year  earlier.    The  decrease  was  probably 
about  30,000  head. 

It  appears  that  the  number  of  cattle  on  feed  April  1  for  the 
country  as  a  whole  was  down  2  to  3  percent  from  April  1  a  year  ago.  The 
number  on  feed  last  January  1  was  9  percent  below  a  year  earlier,  but  a 
lot  more  cattle  were  placed  on  feed  during  the  first  three  months  this  year 
than  was  the  case  last  year. 

Marketing  intentions  of  Corn  Belt  cattle  feeders  are  about  the 
same  as  their  intentions  a  year  agolt    Forty-six  percent  of  their  cattle  on 
feed  April  1  would  "be  marketed  by  July  1,  according  to  their  intentions. 

REA  to  Observe  10th  Birthday  May  11 

The  Rural  Electrification  Administration  celebrates  its  19th 
birthday  on  May  11  —  in  fine  physical  and  financial  condition,  according 
to  Administrator  Ancher  Nelsen. 

Since  the  rural  electrification  program  started  in  1936,  REA- 
financed  lines  have  brought  electric  service  to  more  than  k  million  farms 
and  other  rural  consumers  in  2600  counties  of  k6  States,  Alaska,  the  Virgin 
Islands  and  Puerto  Rico. 

As  for  the  rural  telephone  program,  loans  approved  to  date  (since 
it  began  in  1950)  will  bring  new  or  improved  telephone  service  to  about 
366,000  farms  and  other  rural  places, 

.  There  are,  naturally,  many  unusual  and  interesting  human- interest 
stories  connected  with  the  development  of  this  federal  loan  program.  Just 
a  suggestion:     If  you'd  like  to  do  an  REA  feature  to  tie  in  with  the  birth- 
day, a  representative  of  the  nearest  electric  or  telephone  cooperative  un- 
doubtedly would  be  glad  to  visit  your  program.    Or  you  might  do  an  on-the- 
spot  story,  either  at  the  cooperative  or  on  the  farm  of  some  member. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  April  2k 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  1:00  to  1:30'  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington,    The  feature  will  be  "New  Uses  for  Farm 
Products  IV"  --  highlights  of  the  work  at  USDA's  Southern  Utilization  Re- 
search Branch,  New  Orleans. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  USDA.    A  feature  on  culling  dairy  cows,  with  Max  Hinds 
of  the  Extension  Service, 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  3:30  to  3:1+5  p.m. 
Just  So  You'll  Know. . . 

Visits  to  the  National  Forests  during  1953  totaled  35. k  million  -- 
an  increase  of  7  percent  over  visits  in  1952  and  a  97  percent  increase  since 
19^1 j  the  highest  prewar  year. 
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The  Dairy  Situation 

Wholesale  and  retail  prices-  for  milk  and  dairy  products  declined 
April  1,  with  the  reduction  in  dairy  support  levels.     The  Dairy  Situation, 
released  today,  has  some  things  to  say  about  what  to  expect  during  the 
new  marketing  year  (which  "began  April  1):  , 

■Some  increase  in  consumption  per  person  of  milk  and  dairy  products 
will  result  from  the'  lower  retail  prices.    With  the  gain  in  population, 
total  consumption  should  rise  at  least  2  "billion  pounds,  whole  milk 
equivalent.    The  rate  of  total  use  has  "been  running  something  under  120 
"billion  pounds. 

Production  of  milk  continues  high  and  will  likely  reach  a  new 
record  for  195^. 

Fluid  milk  prices,  especially  in  the  Midwest.,  will  "be  affected 
considerably  "by  the  change  in  the  support  level  for  manufacturing  milk  and 
its  products.    The  average  drop  in  retail  price  of  milk  equivalent  to  the 
direct  change  in  support  prices  would  "be  about  h^>  cents  per  100  pounds  or 
one  cent  a  quart.    Some  reductions  took  place  April  1.    Others  will  not  take 
place  until  May  1,  or  possibly  later.    Price  changes  will  vary  considerably 
among  cities. 

On  April  1,  CCC  purchase  prices  declined  8-^  cents  a  pound  for 
butter,  k  3 A  cents  for  Cheddar  cheese,  and  one  cent  for  most  dry  milk. 
At  retail,  these  reductions  are  equivalent  to  about  10  percent  for  butter 
and  somewhat  smaller  percentages  for  the  other  manufactured  items.    In  many 
cases,  the • initial  declines  at  retail  for  butter  were  proportionately  greater 
than  the  reduction  in  supports. 

USDA  to  Offer  Butter  for  Use  Abroad,  Pecombined  as  Liquid  Milk 

The  Department  has  announced  a  program  to  facilitate,  the  use  of 
U.S.  butter  or  butterfat  in  recombination  with  U.S.  nonfat  dry  milk  solids 
for  sale  as  liquid  milk  in  approved  friendly  countries.    It  is  believed  this 
will  help  provide  new  outlets  for  USDA -owned  butter. 

The  USDA  will  offer  butter  from  its  inventory  for  sale  on  a 
competitive  bid  basis.    The  purchaser  will  either  export  the  butter  or  an 
equivalent  quantity  of  butterfat. 

Among  Ourselves. . . 

Sandy  Saunders  advises  that  the  third  annual  National  Land  Judging 
Contest  is  scheduled  at  Oklahoma  City  April  29  and  30.    Some  30  States  are 
expected  to  participate,    it's  sponsored  by  WKY  and  WKY-TV. 

Visitors  the  past  week:    Bryan  Phifer,  Extension  EFD  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Missouri,  and  Marshall  Wells  of  WJP.  Detroit. 

Bob  Eilgendorf ,  who  has  been  Extension  RFD  at  Kansas  State  College, 
writes  that  he  recently  became  sales  manager  for  Station  KVGB  in  Great  Bend, 
Kane,     'While  my  principal  duties  will  involve  sales  and  sports,"  he  writes, 
"I'm  going  to  continue  to  keep  my  hand  in  farm  broadcasting. . .Starting  a  week 
from  Monday,  we're  going  to  kick  off  a  f ive-day-a-week,  ten-minute  farm 
feature  from  12:50  to  1:00  p.m.,  which  I'll  be  handling."    Best  of  luck,  Bob, 
in  the  new  assignment J 
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Dust  Storms  in  the  Southern  Great  Plains 

There  has  "been  a  lot  of  publicity  about  the  drought  and  recent 
dust  storms  in  the  old  "dust  "bowl"  area  of  the  Southern  Great  Plains.  Here 
is  a  late  report  on  that  situation  "based  on  information  from  the  Soil  Con- 
servation Service. 

The  attached  map  shows  the  affected  area.    It  was  plotted  from 
detailed  reports  of  conservationists  in  the  area,  and  we  think  it  is  quite 
accurate.    These  reports  preceded  the  rains  that  fell  in  parts  of  Texas  and 
Oklahoma  last  weekend,  "but  SCS  folks  say  the  overall  situation  will  he 
materially  improved  only  if  there  is  more  rain  within  the  nort  month. 

There  are  ahout  62  million  acres  in  the  general  area  where  it  has 
"been  "blowing  (circled  on  the  map).    This  includes  a  six-State  area  taking 
in  the  Panhandle  country  of  Oklahoma  and  Texas,  eastern  New  Mexico  and 
Colorado,  western  Kansas,  and  the  southwest  corner  of  Nebraska.    There  are 
two  additional  areas  in  western  Oklahoma  (centering  in  Major  County  and 
Caddo  County)  and  one  in  central  New  Mexico  (centering  in  Torrance  County). 
Eoughly  speaking,  the  affected  region  extends  from  San  Angel o  and  Pecos, 
Texas,  on  the  south;  almost  to  Denver,  Colo,,  and  North  Platte,  Net.,  on 
the  north;  to  Albuquerque  on  the  west;  and  to  Enid,  Okla. ,  on  the  east. 

Of  the  82  million  acres  where  it  has  been  blowing,  about  37.7 
million  acres  is  in  cultivation.    Our  best  figures  are  that  about  31  percent 
of  the  cultivated  area,  or  11,6  million  acres,  has  been  damaged  rather 
seriously.    Another  21  percent,  or  8.2  million  acres,  has  either  been 
slightly  damaged  or  is  likely  to  be  damaged  if  the  winds  persist. 

Of  the  seriously  damaged  acreage,  about  2  million  acres  is  land 
that  has  been  broken  out  of  grass  and' put  into  wheat  in  the  last  ten  years; 
at  least  75  percent  and  perhaps  as  much  as  90  percent  of  this  new  cropland 
is  light,  sandy  soil,  or  shale,  hard  land  that  should  never  have  been  plowed. 
Another  1:-  million  acres       in  the  southern  part  --  is  land  that  has  been 
broken  out  of  grass  and  put  into  cotton  and  some  wheat  in  the  last  ten 
years;  90  to  95  percent  of  this  newly  cultivated  land  is  sandy  and  unsuited 
for  crop  production. 

Any  permanent  solution  of  the  wind  erosion  problem  in  this  Southern 
Great  Plains  area  will  include  the  retirement  of  some  land  that  is  not  suited 
to  cultivation  and  should  go  back  to  grass.    The  Department,  through  its 
conservation  program,  is  trying  to  encourage  that  adjustment. 

The  shaded  parts  of  the  map  are  areas  where  more  than  50  percent 
of  the  cropland  has  been  damaged.     Most  of  the  11.6  million  acres  referred 
to  above,  as  "seriously  damaged"  is  in  these  shaded  areas,  but  by  no  means 
all  of  it. 

Cordially, 

Ken  Gapen  and  Den  Looper 
P.adio  and  Television  Service 
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From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information -U.  '§.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


Letter  No.  609 
April  23,  195^ 


Milk  production  on  U)jf$f%gjsia£-  iiurTngf  March  totaled  10.7  billion 
pounds       5  percent  atove  last  year's  previous  all-time  high  for  the  month. 
This  is  the  sixth  consecutive  month  of  new  record  high  monthly  milk  produc- 
tion.   Output  in  the  first  three  months  of  195^  totaled  28.9  "billion  pounds  - 
1.3  billion  pounds  above  January -March  1953. 

Wool  Loan  Rates  Announced 

The  Department  today  announced  representative  loan  rates  for  shorn 
and  pulled  wool  and  other  wool  price  support  program  details  for  the  195^ 
marketing  year.    The  rates  are  based  on  the  national  average  support  price 
of  53.2  cents  a  pound  of  -wool,  grease  basis,  which  is  1.1  cents  higher  than 
the  minimum  price  announced  on  December  y,  1953. 

New  CSS  Director  for  Southwest 

James  B.  Lyons  of  Amarillo,  Texas,  is  the  new  director  of  the 
Southwest  Area.  Commodity  Stabilization  Service,  effective  April  26,  The 
Southwest  area  includes  Arizona,  California,  Colorado,  Kansas,  Net/  Mexico, 
Nevada,  Oklahoma,  Texas  and  Utah,    As  Director,  Mr.  Lyons  will  be  responsible 
for  the  administration  of  price  support  and  production  adjustment  programs 
in  the  area. 

State  Commissioners  Confer  Here 

Members  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  National  Association  of 
Commissioners.  Directors  and  Secretaries  of  Agriculture  were  conferring  to- 
day with  Secretary  Benson  and  other  USDA  officials.    They  discussed  matters 
concerned  with  Federal-Sta'te  relations,  particularly  as  to  working  relation- 
ships between  State  departments  of  agriculture  and  USDA. 

The  State  officials:    C.  Chester  Du  Mond,  N.  Y.;  Roy  Freeland, 
Topeka,  Kans.,  Harold  Hutton,  Oklahoma  City;  D.  A.  Stubblef ield,  Boise, 
Idaho;  Park  C.  Brinkley,  Richmond,  Va.;  Miles  Eorst,  Earrisburg,  Pa.; 
Myron  Clark,  St.  Paul,  Minn,;  E.  L.  Ballentine,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 
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Question  of  the  Week 

This  question  is  often  asked  —  especially  in  the  East:  Why  not 
release  some  of  the  Government's  surplus  grain  stocks  to  dairy  farmers  and 
poultrymen,  at  reduced  prices,  to  get  it  into  consumption  rather  than  pile 
it  up  in  storage? 

This  is  the  Department's  answer: 

First,  the  Department  must  abide  "by  very  definite  Congressional 
limits  on  the  disposal  of  stocks  accumulated  under  the  price  support  pro- 
grams.   Under  the  law,  the  Department  in  general  cannot  sell  these  stocks 
into  the  domestic  market  at  a  price  less  than  105  percent  of  the  current 
support  level       unless  there  is  deterioration  or  danger  of  deterioration. 
There  are  some  exceptions  in  the  case  of  commodities  to  he  used  for  feed, 
provided  the  sale  will  not  interfere  with  effective  operations  of  price 
support  programs. 

Second,  even  if  there  were  no  limitation,  the  Department  would 
want  to  handle  these  stocks  so  there  would  "be  the  least  adverse  effect  on 
the  market.    This  is  only  fair  to  producers  and  to  the  people  in  the  trade, 
since  the  Government  asked  for  this  production  over  a  period  of  years.  It 
wouldn't  he  fair  now  to  dump  these  supplies  on  the  market,  and  it  wouldn't 
he  in  the  general  interest  of  agriculture  or  the  public  to  do  so.  The 
thing  to  do  is  to  get  rid  of  these  surpluses  without  demoralizing  normal 
markets. 

Finally,  the  Department  is  doing  a  great  deal        consistent  with 
this  philosophy  --  to  move  Government  feed  stocks  into  consumption.  For 
example,  early  this  month,  the  Department  announced  that  170  million 
"bushels  of  Government -owned  corn  would  he  offered  for  sale  at  local  market 
prices  --  as  long  as  the  market  is  not  more  than  20  cents  below  the  local 
loan  rate.    This  170  million  "bushels  is  all  the  19^8  and  19^9  corn  now 
held  "by  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation.    Because  of  its  age,  it  is 
obvious  that  this  corn  is  in  danger  of  deterioration,  and  it  is  good  "busi- 
ness to  move  it.    In  addition,  off -grade  com  owned  by  CCC  from  any  other 
crop  will  also  be  offered  for  sale  at  the  same  price. 

Here's  another  thing  the  Department  is  doing:    Just  this  week 
the  Secretary  announced  that  part  of  the  big  surplus  of  nonfat  dried  milk 
solids  held  by  the  CCC  will  be  sold,  for  a  limited  period,  at  reduced 
prices  for  use  in  mixed  animal  and  poultry  feeds. 

Secretary  Benson  says:     "We  are  fortunately  in  position  to 
realize  two  beneficial  results  from  the  program  announced  today.  Supplies 
of  high-protein  feed  supplements  are  short,  due  primarily  to  the  reduced 
1953  soybean  crop.    We  can  therefore  move  substantial  amounts  of  our  dried 
milk  into  feed  use,  relieving  the  government  of  the  need  to  carry  some  of 
the  burdensome  stocks.    At  the  same  time,  we  can  help  stabilize  the  protein 
feed -supplement  market,  to  the  advantage  of  livestock  and  poultry  farmers. 
We  will  be  putting  some  skim  milk,  for  which  there  is  no  other  current  out- 
let, back  into  a  normal  and  historic  use  as  livestock  feed."    (We  mailed 
you  this  story  last  night.) 

So  the  Department  is  doing  everything  it  can  to  move  surplus 
stocks  into  consumption  --  without  disrupting  the  market. 


-  3  - 


Culling  is  Gocd  Business 

As  you  know,  the  Department  has  announced  a  nationwide  effort  to 
increase  culling  of  low-producing  animals  from  dairy  herds  --  that  is,  milk 
cows  that  aren't  paying  their  keep.    Here  are  some  of  the  reasons  that  cull- 
ing is  a  good  idea       from  Max  Hinds  of  the  Federal  Extension  Service  and 
Dr.  J.  F.  Kendrick  of  the  Agricultural  Research  Service. 

Culling  is  gocd  "business  anytime .    By  getting  rid  of  the  animal 
that  isn't  paying  her  way,  you  can  devote  the  labor  and  feed  she  demands 
to  the  higher  producers.    Dairymen  normally  replace  ah but  one-fifth  of 
their  cows  each  year  --  hut  recently  they  have  "been  putting  in  more  than 
they  take  out.  . 

You  can  look  at  culling  low  milk  producers  as  really  "boosting  the 
efficiency  of  production.     It  adds  to  a  dairyman's  profits.    And  during 
times  like  the  present,  when  dairymen  are  in  a  tight  squeeze  "between  costs 
of  production  and  prices  they  get  for  their  milk,  culling  can  mean  the 
difference  hetween  profit  and  loss. 

In  1953  the  Government  bought  more  than  six  percent  of  the  nation's 
dairy  production  to  support  prices.    Without  that  extra  six  percent,  our 
dairy  production  would  have  "been  quite  nicely  in  line  with  the  overall  de- 
mand.   How,  we  know  that  low  producers  in  commercial  herds  contributed  far 
more  than  that  six  percent.    That  means  that  the  cows  that  weren't  paying 
for  their  keep  were  giving  the  dairy  industry  its  marketing  trouble.  Yet, 
those  same  low  producing  cows  were  bringing  in  little  if  any  profit  to 
their  owners.    In  most  cases  they  were  losing  money. 

The  best  way  for  a  dairyman  to  recognize  unprofitable  cows  is  to 
keep  production  records.    Enow  the  production  level  of  each  cow  and  how 
long  she  produces.    Also,  cows  that  are  hard  milkers  and  slow  breeders  are 
usually  not  very  profitable.    Good  records  of  milk  output,  and  the  costs 
of  producing  that  milk,  will  show  any  farmer  whether  or  not  his  cow  is 
worth  keeping  for  milk  purposes. 

Grain  Storage  ITote 

Last  week  we  mentioned  that  grain  storage  structures  often  could 
later  be  converted  to  other  uses.    This  week,  we'd  like  to  remind  that 
buildings  erected  for  other  purposes  can  often  be  converted  to  satisfactory 
grain  storage. 

Keep  in  mind  that  stronger  construction  is  required  in  storage 
structures  than  in  most  other  farm  buildings.    If  you  plan  to  convert  an 
existing  building,  be  certain  it  is  strong  enough  to  withstand  the  weight 
and  pressures  of  the  grain. 

February  Exports  Show  Fise 

U.S.  agricultural  exports  showed  a  notable  improvement  in 
February,  according  to  the  figures  just  released  for  Monday  (April  26)  a.m. 
use.    Farm  exports  in  February  totaled  $236  million  in  value,  which  was  15 
percent  higher  than  in  January  and  9  percent  in  February  1953. 
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Roundup  of  the  Price  Situation 

Prices  for  top  grade  steers  are  expected  to  remain  fairly  stable 
for  the  year  as  a  whole ,  but  most  other  classes  of  meat  animals  probably 
will  decline  seasonally  in  the  second  half  of  the  year. 

Wholesale  and  retail  prices  for  milk  and  dairy  products  will.be 
well  below  a  year  earlier  in  the  rest  of  195^ ■= 

Egg  .prices  in  early  April  averaged  If?  to  20  percent  below  April 
1953  and  are  expected  to  continue  below  1953. 

Prices  received  by  farmers  for  fresh  market  truck  crops  probably 
will  not  average  greatly  different  from  levels  of  a  year  earlier.  However, 
lower  prices  for  tomatoes  and  higher  prices  'for  onions  are  expected. 

Prices  for  new  potatoes  though  declining  in  April  and  May,  are 
expected  to  decline  less  rapidly  than  last  year.    By  early  summer,  potato 
prices  will  be  higher  than  a  year  earlier. 

Wool  prices  probably  will  continue  relatively  stable  over  the  next 
few  months  at  levels  about  the  same  as  or.  slightly  below  a  year  earlier. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  May  1 

.  NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    The  feature  will  be  highlights  from  the 
National  Land  Judging  Contest  at  Oklahoma  City. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:3.0. to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  USDA.    A  feature  on  Home  Demonstration  Week  with  pickups 
voiced  by  farm  women  in  Michigan,  Colorado,  and  Alabama.    JPluas  a  National 
Cotton  Council  feature  presenting  the  195^  Maid  of  Cotton. 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney      Saturday  3:30  to  3:^+5. 

Amonf;  Ourselves 

Beginning  tomorrow  (April  2k)  ABC's  American  Farmer  program  will 
originate  from  Washington,  D.  C.,  instead  of  Chicago.    It  will  be  under 
the  direction  of  Bryson  P.ash,  well-known  network  news  commentator.  The 
American  Farmer  has  been  coming  out  of  Chicago  ever  since  it  began  in  19^-5. 
It's  Saturdays  at  12:30  p.m.  EST,. 

Among  our  visitors  this  week  were  Bill  Givens,  KYW,  Philadelphia, 
Conway  Robinson,  WBAL,  Baltimore ;  and  Don  Tuttle,  WGY,  Schenectady. 

Enclosures : 

Secretary's  Statement  before 
Senate  Committee  April  21 
-  Agricultural  Outlook  Digest 
Statistical  Summary 
Report  on  VE  .-..» .:  :  .'  •. 


Cordially, 

•■  • 

Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


RFO  LETTER 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From  « 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Letter  No.  610 
April  3<V1954 

jpr,  

Eear  Farm  Director: 

Prices  receivec|j3y-=^arm^Trs~_increa-sed  four-tenths  of  one  percent 
during  the  month  ending  April  15.    Prices  were  higher  for  hogs,  cattle, 
potatoes,  cotton,  and  soybeans  but  lower  for  milk,  eggs,  butterfat,  and 
several  commercial  vegetables. 

1 

Prices  paid  by  farmers  held  unchanged  from  March  15  to  April  15. 
Retail  commodity  prices  were  up  slightly,  but  farm  wage  rates  were  down 
3  percent.    Farm  wage  rates  this  spring  have  made  more  than  the  usual 
seasonal  decline. 

"Tith  farm  prices  averaging  slightly  higher  and  prices  paid  holding 
steady,  the  parity  ratio  went- up  one  point  to  91*  where  it  was  on 
February  15»    The  parity  ratio  is  -one  percent  below  a  year 'ago. 

Insect  Progress  Report 

Here's  the  week's  progress  among  the  insects: 

Corn  ear  worm  infestation  is  heavy  and  general  in  soybeans, 
corn  and  clover  in  Louisiana. 

The  army  worm  is  reported  hatching  as  far  north  as  Champaign, 
111.,  and  heavy  infestations  are  reported  in  South  Carolina,  Tennessee, 
Louisiana  and  liisissippi. 

The  pea  aphid  continues  its  attacks  on  alfalfa  in  several  States. 
The  infestation  is  of'  outbreak  proportions  in  south  central  and  south 
eastern  Pennsylvania,  and  doing  considerable  damage  in  Maryland  and  the 
eastern  two-thirds  of  Kansas. 

The  corn  borer  again  •••  Iowa  may  be  heavily  hit  again  this  year  . 
That  is,  if  weather  is  favorable  around  egg  laying  time.    A  recent  survey 
showed  many  more  live  weevils  per  acre  in  Iowa  than  last  yea*  . 
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Beef  and  Cattle  Imports  from  Mexico 

As  you  know,  the  U.  S. -Mexican  border  will  be  opened  to  imports  of 
livestock  and  fresh,  chilled,  or  frozen  meat  products  beginning  December  31, 
1954*  provided  no  more  outbreaks  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  occur  in  Mexico 
and  present  favorable  conditions  continue.     Such  imports  have  been  prohibited 
since  1946,  except  for  a  period  between  September  1,  1952*  and  May  23,  1953 • 

The  expected  lifting  of  the  ban  focuses  interest  on  cattle  and 
beef  imports  from  Mexico,  and  what  they've  been  in  past  years.    Here's  the 
background,  in  brief: 

Live  Cattle  Imports:    Mexico  and  Canada  have  been  the  major 
sources  of  live  cattle  for  importation  by  the  United  States.    From  1939  "to 
I9I+5*  "the  last  year  when  imports  were  not  limited  by  the  disease  quarantine, 
entries  each  year  from  Mexico  ranged  frcm  a  low  of  301*000  head  in  1944 
to  a  high  of  588,000  in  1943*    A  large  proportion  of  the  cattle  shipped  in 
were  feeder-type  cattle  weighing  less  than  700  pounds  which  normally  were 
grain-fattened  or  fattened  on  grass  before  slaughter.  ,  . 

About  127,000  head  of  live  cattle  entered  the  country  in  the 
last  four  months  of  1952  after  the  quarantine  was  lifted  September  1,  and 
another  128,000  head  came  in  during  the  first  part  of  1953  before  the  border 
was  again  closed  May  23. 

Beef  Imports:     U.  S.  imports  of  pickled,  cured  and  canned  beef 
from  Mexico  were  allowed  in  1951  for  the  first  time  in  many  years  as  Mexico 
established  a  National  Meat  Inspection  system  campatible  with  United  States 
requirements.    Imports  of  beef  in  1951  were  equivalent  to  317,000  head  of 
live  cattle.    Beef  imports  in  1952  were  equivalent  to  around  474,000  head, 
and  that  included  a  good  deal  of  fresh  and  frozen  beef  during  the  September- 
December  period.    Exports  of  beef  to  the  U.  8.  in  1953  (including  fresh 
and  frozen  beef  during  the  first  part  of  the  year)  dropped  to  about  one- 
third  the  1952  total. 

'•  '  The  record  total  of  beef  and  live  cattle  imports  occurred  in  1952 

when  entries  were  equivalent  to  601,000  head  --  exceeding  the  previous  record 
of  588,000  head  in  1943. 

Egg  and  Turkey  Committees  Make  Recommendations 


Two  industry  advisory  committees  issued  reports  after  meeting  with 
USDA  officials  over  the  weekend. 

The  Turkey  Industry  Advisory  Committee  decided  that  1954  production 
of  heavy  breed  turkeys  may  exceed  the  1953  production  by  at  least  10  percent. 
It  urged  that  breeder  flocks  of  heavy  type  turkeys  be  marketed  as  early  as 
possible,  that  production  of  late  turkeys  be  cut,  and  that  efforts  to 
increase  turkey  consumption  be  stepped  up. 

The  Egg  Industry  Advisory  Committee  said  the  Government  should 
not  conduct  an  egg  price  support,  surplus  removal,  or  subsidy  program,  but 
that  USDA  should  intensify  dissemination  of  economic  facts  and  help  improve 
efficiencies,  especially  in  distribution. 
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Thumbnail  Picture  of  Per  Capita  Dairy  Consumption 

There fs  much  interest  in  what  will  happen  to  per  capita 
consumption  of  dairy  products  this  year  —  under  the  influence  of  lower 
price  supports s  various  promotion  programs,  and  the  further  increase  in 
production  that  is  expected. 

Yfe've  just  obtained  from  the  Agricultural  Uarketing  Service  the 
latest  and  best  figures  on  per  capita  consumption  of  dairy  products »  They 
include  final  figures  for  1952  and  1953  aad  a  projected  figure  for  195^-9 
all  on  a  calendar  year  basis.    We  offer  these  newly-revised  figures  for 
your  comparison^ 

Per  capita  consumption  of  butter i      1952  -  8.6  lbs, 

1953  -  8o7  lbs. 
I95I1.  -  9„0  lbs.  (estimated) 

Per  capita  consumption  of  fluid 

milk  and  creams  1952  -  352  lbs. 

1953  -  350  lbs. 

1954  -  355  lbs.  (estimated) 

Per  capita  consumption  of  all 
dairy  products  on  a  total  milk 

solids  basis:  1952  -  74»7  lbs, 

1955  -  73  *  5  lbs. 

I95I+  -  7i4.cS  lbs,  (estimated) 

Grain  Export  Conference  Ended  This  Week 

USDA  folks  having  responsibility  in  the  field  of  foreign  trade 
this  week  concluded  discussions  on  foreign  trade  problems  with  representatives 
of  the  commercial  grain  trade.    The  trade  representatives  pointed  to  the 
need  for  continued  aggressive  action  on  the  part  of  the  industry  in  reaching 
foreign  markets  and  to  companion  action  on  the  part  of  Government  to  aid 
freer  movement  of  grain  in  international  trade. 

They  acknowledged  the  need  for  distribution  of  agricultural 
commodities  through  "give-away"  programs  in  times  of  emergency  such  as  acute 
famine  or  disaster  —  but  warned  that  under  ordinary  circumstances  "nothing 
kills  the  possibilities  of  making  sales  in  international  trade  so  quickly 
as  the  prospect  or  implied  promise  that  commodities  will  be  given  away  in 
the  form  of  grants." 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  Hay  8 

NBC  national  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    The  feature  will  be  "Indian  Farming  in  the 
Yakima  "Valley." 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.  "Top  of 
the  Farm  Hews"  from  USDA.    A  pickup  from  Purdue  Univeristy  with  Horace  Tyler, 
Extension  RFD. 


C3S  Farm  Hews  with  Claude  kahoney  -  Saturday  3:30  to  3:U5» 
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BHC  and  Lindane  Approved  as  Dip  for  Scabies 

Benzene  hexachloride-  (BHC)  and  lindane  are  no1//  acceptable  under 
USDA  regulations  for  dipping  cattle  and  sheep  in  Federal-State  cooperative 
scabies  eradication  programs.    This  approval  of  chlorinated  hydrocarbon 
dips  is  extended  only  to  the  "wettab le  powders  and  not  to  their  emulsifiable 
c  one  ent  r  ate  s  a 

The  Animal  Disease  Eradication  Branch  requires  that  cattle  and 
sheep  affected  with  or  exposed  to  scabies  be  dipped  under  Branch  supervision 
prior  to  interstate  movement.    Previously,,  only  dips  containing  nicotine 
sulfate  or  lime  sulfur  were  approved  for  this  purpose. 

Among  Ourselves... 


Enjoyed  a  good  visit  yesterday  and  today  with  Herb  Plambeck, 
from  Washington a  he  travels  down  through  the  Southeast  and  Florida  before 
returning  to  Des  Moines*    By  the  way,  he's  going  into  television  soon. 

Cordially, 

//  £.    c  >       ■*  < s*~  A  S 

Ken  Gap en  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


